
Remembering our Roots... 
 
 
 The birth of the Full Gospel Fellowship of Churches and Ministers International of Oregon 
was not an accident. It was brought into existence by divine prayer and obedience to that prayer. Jesus 
prayed just before He suffered and rose from the dead, having died our death on the cross, in order to 
give birth to a new creation-- a people who would grow into stature and who would have His divine 
nature. "That they may be one, even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in 
Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me," fervently prayed Jesus to His Father who had 
given Him charge over all who would believe in Him. 
 T. H. Welch, affectionately called "Brother Tom" by those who knew him, registered the Full 
Gospel Fellowship in  
Oregon, February 1967, but not without a ministry of struggle and triumph. Having cultivated the 
grounds of revival during the 1930's with his companion Gordon Lindsay (Christ for the Nations), 
and then being an active part in its fruition during the 1940's and 50's, Brother Welch found it very 
difficult to follow his vision and yet be in good standing with his religious affiliation. Not only was he 
having difficulty with his denominational affiliation, but many of his ministerial friends were as well. 
Many of them wanted to pursue their unique visions, but were opposed by denominationally minded  
brethren. 
 A flickering solution to this dilemma was sparked by a successful California Diary Farmer, 
Demos Shakarian, who founded the Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International in 1951, 
that targeted lay business men. Oral Roberts attended their first meeting and prayed an anointed 
prayer that called for this group to be a mighty force for the spread of the gospel. This has truly been 
the case, however besides becoming a force in spreading the gospel, this innovative approach in orga-
nizing people into an effective force, 1)not forcing anyone away from their previous religious affilia-
tion, 2) and accepting members from various religious organizations, opened the door for others to 
follow. 
 Led by Gordon Lindsay, W. A. Raiford, J. C. Hibbard, and John Meares, T.H. Welch being 
one of the original charter members, formed the Full Gospel Fellowship of Churches and Ministers 
International in 1962 at a convention in Dallas, Texas. 
 It’s aim was to organize independent churches and ministers into a "loosely knit" fellowship, 
and yet could have all the Federal government privileges of a non-profit tax exempt religious organi-
zation. T. H. Welch felt it was important, not only to register with the Federal government, but in the 
state as well, however he could not gain the leadership’s support. Eventually, he was granted permis-
sion to register independently in the state of Oregon as a sister fellowship. This was done in 1967. 
 This concept of "Unity" among the churches and ministers began to spread rapidly. After 
hearing the inspirational testimony of T. H. Welch, Leon Willis, a young pastor in Harrisburg, Ore-
gon, joined with him in 1968. Even though their doctrinal backgrounds differed dramatically, one 
from the so called "Trinity camp" and the other from the "Oneness Camp," they agreed to work to-
gether. After Brother Welch appointed Leon Willis to the Board of Directors, Gordon Lindsay in dis-
may asked Brother Welch, "How could two walk together except they be agreed?" Brother Welch 
simply replied, "We have agreed to walk together." Like a man  
setting brush fires in a newly clear field, they set fires throughout the Western states and Canada. In 
the fall of 1981 T. H. Welch suddenly went home to be with the Lord. 



 At a meeting in Salem, Oregon in January of 1982, Leon Willis was elected as the president of 
the Full Gospel  
Fellowship of Churches and Ministers International of Oregon. For the last 18 years he has served as 
president, traveling extensively in the United States, Canada, and other parts of the world, declaring 
the truth of the unity of believers and the gospel of the kingdom of God. Sister fellowships have been 
established in the Philippines and Ghana, West Africa and missionaries have been sent out to many 
countries of the world. He has been supported faithfully by his wife, Latena, who has ministered with 
him, teaching and encouraging the body of Christ. Among their best supporters are two children: 
Richard, who lives in Baker City, Oregon and Carla, who serves as the office manager. 
 The Full Gospel Fellowship is not a denomination, a physical division of the church, but 
rather a fellowship of churches and 
ministers carrying the same vision and purpose. It does not work independently or outside the body of 
Christ, but within it, to strengthen and consolidate its resources to reach the world. It’s constitution 
recognizes the sovereignty of local churches in or out of denominations, fellowships,  
organizations, chapters, and respects them as brothers and  
sisters of the same family, the church of the living God.  
 The Full Gospel Fellowship acceptance of others as a part of the kingdom of God is based on 
their acceptance of  
confessing Jesus Christ with their mouth and believing in their heart that God raised Him up from the 
dead (Rom. 
10:9,10). Behind their "acceptance of others" is this cardinal principle: "If God has accepted them, 
what right do we have to reject them." (Ro. 14:3). 
 Our root system as an unique Fellowship goes deep into the dedication and faithful service of 
others, who went beyond the call of duty and distinguished themselves as pioneers of the modern 
Pentecostal experience. Even as the roots of the Apostles and believers of the New Testament were 
vitally located in the Old Testament, so our roots today are being nourished by the great Pentecostal 
leaders of the 20th Century. Strengthened by our heritage, inspired by the prayer of Jesus in St. John 
17, motivated by the great commission of Matthew 28:19, propelled by the purpose of God in Christ 
Jesus to sum up all things in Him, we journey into the uncharted territory of the 21st Century. En-
hanced by the growing unity among believers, Enlightened by the fivefold ministry, Encouraged by 
the Holy Spirit who speaks what He hears, Endued with the power of the Holy Spirit, we as a Fellow-
ship press into our destiny. Undaunted by the fight and unlimited in our resources, we cry out, "If 
God is for us who can be against us!" 
 
Leon C Willis 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 1008.000]

>> setpagedevice



